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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

The Year of Catechesis, I am sure, is leading us deeper
into the life and mission of the church. All our parishes,
institutions of both religious and diocesan are really making
a concerted effort in order to lead our people into the
consciousness of our faith. I would like to thank all our
priests, religious and the faithful who have taken the
invitation of the church and giving themselves fully of it.

Month of February reminds us of our Lady of Lourdes. She
constantly reminds us of her son and invites us to come
closer to Jesus Christ. Let us take all our people to this
Mother in prayer and penance, so that our people will
enjoy the protection of our Mother. This protection will
lead us to enter the passion, death and resurrection of
Christ.

We will begin our Holy Season of Lent on Wednesday 22
February. It invites us to focus our gaze and our lives on
to the Cross. We need to walk along with Jesus in this
difficult path, accompanied by our Blessed Mother. It is a
period of Penance, purification, conversion and enters
deeply into the Holiness of Jesus Christ.
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Let us listen to the words of Pope St. Clement I who
encourages us to celebrate the season of Lent.

“Let us fix our thoughts on the blood of Christ; and reflect
how precious that blood is in God’s eyes, inasmuch as its
outpouring for our salvation has opened the grace of
repentance to all mankind. For we have only to survey the
generations of the past to see that in every one of them
the Lord has offered the chance of repentance to any who
were willing to turn to him. When Noah preached
repentance, those who gave heed to him were saved. When,
after Jonah had proclaimed destruction to the people of
Niniveh, they repented of their sins and made atonement
to God with prayers and supplications, they obtained their
salvation, not withstanding that they were strangers and
aliens to him.

All those who were ministers of the grace of God have
spoken, through the Holy Spirit, of repentance. The very
Lord of all himself has spoken of it, and even with an
oath: By my life, the Lord declares, it is not the sinner’s
death that I desire, so much as his repentance; and he
adds this gracious pronouncement, Repent, O House of
Israel, and turn from your wickedness. Say to the children
of my people, though your sins may stretch from earth to
heaven, and though they may be redder than scarlet and
blacker than sackcloth, yet if you turn wholeheartedly to
me and say ‘Father’, I will listen to you as I would to a
people that was holy.

Thus, by his own almighty will, he has confirmed his desire
that repentance should be open to every one of his beloved.
Let us bow, then, to that sovereign and glorious will. Let
us entreat his mercy and goodness, casting ourselves upon
his compassion and wasting no more energy in quarrels
and a rivalry which only ends in death”.

Let us all submit ourselves to this invitation of Pope St.
Clement I. All of us need to focus our energy on this
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conversion which is the real Catechesis. Let us turn our
eyes to the Father, and on to his son, our redeemer with
faith and love. The Holy Spirit will lead us into this
communion with God. The gift of Justice and peace of God
will build us as one people of God.

Let us pray for each other and support so that as a diocese
will march towards the Calvary and enjoy his salvation.

+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

01-08 CBCI Meeting, Bangalore
11 Sat Villianoor, Pondicherry
13 Mon Wedding at Cathedral, Vellore
19 Sun Wedding, Kolappalur
20 Mon Installation of New Bishop, Dharmapuri
22 Wed Ash Wednesday
25 Sat M Pathiavaram

E Pastoral Visit, T.V Malai
26 Sun Pastoral Visit, T.V.Malai
27 Mon Chapel Blessing, Chetpet
29 Wed Monthly Recollection

Considering the pastoral needs of the Diocese of
Vellore the following appointments are made:

Senate-2012

Elected Members Nominated Members

1. Fr. M. Rayappa 1. Msgr. M.Joe Lourdusamy
2. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 2. Rev.Fr. S.Malaiyappan
3. Fr. Kuriakose Kariakott 3. Rev.Fr. S.Arulappan
4. Fr. M. Martin 4. Rev.Fr. A.R.Antony Samy
5. Fr. Roy Lazar 5. Rev.Fr. C.Dayalaraj
6. Fr. A.L.Yesuraj 6. Rev.Fr. M.John Nicholas
7. Fr. Mangala David 7. Rev.Fr. A.Stephen
8. Fr. Lourdu Xavier 8. Rev.Fr. A.C.Savarimuthu
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9. Fr.Charles Jesu Doss 9. Rev.Fr. A. Kulandai Yesu
10.Fr. Jesu Jayabalan 10.Rev.Fr. Charles Stephen
11.Fr. Edward 11.Rev.Fr. A. Francis Xavier
12.Fr.Paul Arockiam 12.Rev.Fr. N. A. John Peter
13.Fr.Sugam Nayagam 13.Rev.Fr. S. Lourdusamy
14.Fr. Bellamine SJ 14.Rev.Fr. G.Mathias

Council Members :

Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier and Rev.Fr. N.A. John Peter are
appointed as consulters.

Rev. Fr. Y. Antony Raj and Rev.Fr. James Vincent has
completed their term as consulters. Diocese would like to
thank them for their service.

+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB
Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Recollection for the Month of February & March 2012

Monthly Recollection will be on 29th  February evening to
01st  March Afternoon.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy
Vicar General

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE
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Mission Sunday Collection

Parishes

1. Gandhinagar 1st Instalment 30,000.00
                    2nd Instalment 3,500.00

2. Katpadi 25,000.00
3. Melpudupakkam 2,000.00
4. Old Town 20,000.00
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Holy Childhood Sunday

Holy Childhood Sunday falls on 12.02.2012. Have a
meaningful Holy Childhood Celebration and send the
collection as early as possible and the collection will be
sent to PMs office along with Mission Sunday Collection.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan
Director, CPC.

MANAGER'S OFFICE
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Health Commission

VDHA meeting was held on 21.01.2012 in the VSSS hall.
We discussed about the communicable diseases and we
also prepared the Action-Plan for 2012 to be presented to
CHAT office in Trichy.

Family Commission

On 23-01-2012 there was an Annual General Body Meeting
and Executive Body Meeting in Regional Level in Trichy
"Deepam". Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Aquinas presided over
the meeting. Dr.John Michael from Coimbatore University
was the resource person. He shared his 24 years of
experience and research in Family Life and the problems
and challenges involved in the field. He also spoke on the
problems with the school children and the real need of
guiding them and the youth with proper moral values. The
secretaries of Family Commission from different dioceses
shared their views and suggestions.

Fr. K.S. Gnana Jyoti
Secretary
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Vocation Camp - April - 2012

The Diocesan Vocation Camp will be conducted from 17th

April evening to 20th April afternoon at St. Francis Xavier
Inter-Diocesan Seminary, Veppoor. Please select good
candidates and send the filled in application forms with
your letter by 31st march 2012. Preference to the candidates
from substations in highly recommended.

Rev. Dr. Fr.John Baptist
Rector & Vocation Promoter
St.Francis Xavier Inter-Diocesan Seminary
Veppoor - 632 509
Melvisharam, Vellore Dist.
Cell : 94442 23332
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A.Alphonse Doss 02.02.1978
Rev. Fr. D.Amalaraj 02.02.1978
Rev. Fr. A.Octavious 02.02.1978
Rev. Fr. M.A.Arockia Raj 06.02.2000
Rev. Fr. S.M.Anandaraj 16.02.1997

Birthday

Rev. Fr. P.Maran 02.02.1982
Rev. Fr. P.Arputharaj Rayan 04.02.1947
Rev. Fr. A.C.John Peter 04.02.1976
Rev. Fr. S.M.Anandaraj 07.02.1965
Rev. Fr. M.Sebastian 09.02.1948
Rev. Fr. M.Abraham 09.02.1959
Rev. Fr. M.Yesu Dass 09.02.1981
Rev. Fr. A.Robert 15.02.1960
Rev. Fr. L.Joseph Julian 16.02.1952
Rev. Fr. A.Don Bosco 22.02.1981
Rev. Fr. A.Rayappan 23.02.1963
Rev. Fr. A.Arulsamy 27.02.1949
Rev. Fr. A.Stephen 27.02.1980

Intentions

Let us pray for access to water. That all peoples may have
access to water and other resources needed for daily life.

Let us pray for health workers. That the Lord may sustain
the efforts of health workers assisting the sick and elderly
in the world’s poorest regions.
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Calendar

02 Thu Presentation of the Lord
04 Sat St. John De Britto
05 Sun 5th Ordinary Sunday
08  Wed St. Jerome Emiliani
10 Fri St. Scholastica
11 Sat Blessed Virgin Mother of Lourdes
12 Sun 6th Ordinary Sunday
14 Tue St. Cyril
17 Fri Seven Holy Founders of the Order of Servites
19  Sun 7th Ordinary Sunday
21 Tue St. Peter Damian
22 Wed Ash Wednesday
23 Thu St. Polycarp
26 Sun 1st Sunday of Lent

Necrology

Rev. Br. Andrew Rouiller SDB 01.02.1944
Rev. Fr. Thomas George 06.02.1989
Rev. Fr. Ladislas Kli Mezyk SDB 06.02.1974
Rev. Fr. Luigi Di Fiore SDB 12.02.1989
Rev. Fr. Maria Arul SDB 14.02.2004
Rev. Fr. John Rathapillai, V.C. 20.02.1989

RIP

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
Mrs. Savariammal, beloved Mother of Fr. A. Motchanathan,
who died on 24.01.2012.


